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Characteristics of strong tropical storm Pakhar

ZHANG Fang-ran'’, GUAN Hao’,CHEN Fei’, XUE Yan-guang’
(1. Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100 China;2. 61741 troop PLA, Beijing 100094 China)

Abstract: Strong tropical storm “Pakhar” (1201) is the first tropical cyclone in the Northwestern Pacific and
the South China Sea in this year. It is also the first tropical cyclone generated in the South China Sea in March
since 1979. Using multiple sources of data, the intensity and moving track of “Pakhar”were analyzed. The results
showed that, (1) Twice cold air processes affected the South China Sea during Pakhar developing. “Pakhar” is
quickly developed with the warm and wet sea surface condition and the abundant moisture and energy transporta-
tion. (2) The west Pacific subtropical high changed in a short cycle, which had important effect on the track of
Pakhar. (3) The convergence of warm and clod air strengthened the vertical convections in the center of “Pak-
har”. Tt remained strong tropical storm when landing in Viet Nam.

Key words: Pakhar; tropical cyclone track; intensity; the west Pacific subtropical high; SST



